I222: The Information Society
Professor Nathan Ensmenger 303 Informatics West Office Hours: M 9-11 am, T 1:30-2:30 pm nensmeng@indiana.edu
Course Format:
e Information Society course meets on twice weekly. To the degree possible with such a large course, our meetings will be a mixed lecture-discussion format. Our first session each week will typically introduce our week's topic; the second provides further development, as well as an opportunity to talk about the readings and answer any questions that you might have.
Attendance in the course is more than usually mandatory. Since there is no textbook for the course, it is absolutely essential that you attend the lectures. I make extensive use of images, audio, and video. Although I will make some of this material available on the OnCourse site, much of it will be available only during class. If you do need to miss class please let me or one of the AIs know in advance.
e readings in the course draw on the very best literature from history, sociology, anthropology, and the emerging field of Internet studies. Your need to prepare each week's readings *in advance* of the first lecture.
Expectations/Grading:
As citizens of the Information Society you are all constantly bombarded with claims about the ways in which information technology is changing your lives, your careers, and the world you live in -whether you like it or not. e goal of the course is to provide you with the tools for critically evaluating these claims. Our primary methodology will be historical. is might at first seem unusual, since so much of the rhetoric of the Information Society asserts that there is no relevant history, and that we are living in an era in which the old rules and modes of thinking no longer apply. But we are not the first society to believe itself to be living through an unprecedented technological revolution, and so in this course, we will learn to apply the time-honored perspectives of the humanistic disciplines to the study of contemporary technological developments.
Students will learn to think historically, to broaden their perspective on the relationship between technology and society to include insights from the humanities and social sciences, and to master the very best available relevant scholarly literature.
Grading in this class will be based on four major components: two short response papers (20%), a longer primary-source research paper (20%), an in-class mid-term (30%), and a final exam (30%). 
